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Wisconsin TB Program Updates

TB Program updates

• Overview of Wisconsin TB Program, function and 
programs

• Statewide concerns- Medication Shortages

• Operation Allies Welcome (OWA)

• New resources
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Functions of the 
Wisconsin State TB Program

• Ensure that patients with suspected or confirmed 
TB disease or LTBI have ready access to diagnostic 
and treatment services that meet national 
standards

• Provide consultation, technical assistance, 
education and training in the clinical and public 
health aspects of TB

• Plan and develop state-wide TB control policies 
and procedures
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Functions of the Wisconsin State TB 
Program (2)

• Oversee inter-jurisdictional TB contact 
investigations or medical facility exposures

• Assure statewide TB surveillance: collection of TB 
and LTBI data and tracking of results
o Federal (CDC) reporting requirements

• Monitor and evaluate TB program activities to 
enhance TB control strategies
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Functions of the Local Health Department 
(LHD)

• Wisconsin is a “home rule” state
o Statutes authorize local governments to 

directly address specific local public health 
issues

• 92 LHDs, a mix of county and city units
• WI LHDs collaborate with healthcare providers to 

provide or assure needed services for patients 
with active TB or latent TB infection (LTBI)
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Functions of the LHD (2)

• Patient Assessment
• Medical evaluation
• Implementation of treatment plan and DOT
• Facilitation of hospital discharge
• Assessment of isolation options
• Toxicity and therapy monitoring
• Patient education
• Contact investigation
• Case management
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WTBP Supporting LHD Functions
• Wisconsin TB Dispensary
o This program uses state tax revenue funds to 

reimburse local health departments (LHDs) for 
medical management of patients with active TB, 
patients being evaluated for TB, patients with 
latent TB infection (LTBI), and patients exposed to 
TB.

• Wisconsin TB Treatment Assistance Program
o This program uses CDC Cooperative Agreement 

funding to provide incentives for persons being treated 
for TB/LTBI.
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To ensure that all persons in 
Wisconsin with suspected or 
confirmed active TB disease 
or latent TB infection (LTBI) 

can receive appropriate 
evaluation, treatment, and 
monitoring, regardless of 

insurance availability. 

Wisconsin TB Dispensary Program (WTBDP) 
Purpose Statement
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The WTBDP reimburses services for the 
uninsured and underinsured. 

Evaluation

Treatment

Contact 
Investigation

Targeted 
Screening/ 

Testing
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Wisconsin TB Treatment 
Assistance Program

Designed to encourage 
and support TB clients 

through the completion 
of TB treatment by 

providing funding to 
purchase treatment 

assistance aids.
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Wisconsin TB Treatment 
Assistance Program

Pill minders

School 
Supplies

Plants

Beverages 
(nonalcoholic)

Flowers

Personal Care 
Items

Food

Gas Vouchers

Bus Tickets

Hobby 
Supplies

Birthday Cards

Practical 
Clothing

• Rent
• Utilities
• Phone
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TB Treatment Assistance Program

Without pre-approval from the Wisconsin TB 
Program, TB treatment assistance aids are capped 
at:

• $50 for clients being treated for LTBI.

• $200 for clients being treated for active TB 
disease.
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TB Treatment Assistance Program
With pre-approval from the Wisconsin TB Program, 
TB treatment assistance aids may be provided 
above the capped rate if:

• A client has infectious TB and will need to remain 
in isolation for an extended period of time.

• A client has a particular need.

• A client has reached an important milestone in 
treatment (e.g., completed one year of therapy 
for multidrug-resistant TB).
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TB Treatment Assistance Program

Examples of TB treatment assistance above the 
capped rate include:

• Payments for housing (rent or mortgage)

• Payments for utilities

• Payments for cell phone
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TB Treatment Assistance Program 
Procedures

Each nurse or public health professional using the 
TB Treatment Assistance Program must:

• Read the Policies and Procedures Manual 
annually.

• Complete and sign the Enrollment and 
Agreement Form annually.
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TB Treatment Assistance Program 
Procedures

The local health department will:

• Pay for TB treatment assistance aids up front.

• Maintain records of purchases and receipts.

• Request reimbursement using the Request for 
Reimbursement Form.

o Date of purchase

o Quantity, description and cost of item(s)

o Patient name and WEDSS ID
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TB Treatment Assistance Program 
Procedures

Publication 
or Form 
Number

Title

P-02365 Wisconsin TB Treatment Assistance Program
Policies and Procedures Manual

F-02461 Wisconsin TB Treatment Assistance Program
Special Request Form

F-02462 Wisconsin TB Treatment Assistance Program
Enrollment and Agreement Form

F-02463 Wisconsin TB Treatment Assistance Program
Request for Reimbursement Form
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STATEWIDE CONCERNS:
MEDICATION SHORTAGES
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Medication Shortages

Priftin® (Rifapentine)

Rifampin 

Rifabutin
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Medication Shortages—Priftin® 
(Rifapentine) (as of 2/28/22)

Priftin is usually used in combination with isoniazid 
(INH) in a 3-month regimen (“3HP”) for treatment 
of LTBI*. 

• First March 2020
• June 2020
• January 2021
• November 2021

*Latent tuberculosis infection
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Medication Shortages—Priftin® 
(Rifapentine) (as of 2/28/22)

• Increased global demand since 2019
• Sanofi paused production in 2020 due to newly 

discovered nitrosamine impurities
o Potentially carcinogenic 
o Naturally occurring substances
o Unlikely to cause cancer with short-term use, but 

production paused as a precaution

• Supply chain disrupted in 2021 due to pandemic?
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Medication Shortages—Priftin® 
(Rifapentine) (as of 2/28/22)

• Through the Wisconsin TB Dispensary,
o Supply currently available, although intermittent 

supply issues may persist
o Full 12-week supply of rifapentine held at the time 

of first fill

• If private pharmacy is used, Wisconsin TB 
Program recommends ensuring full 12-week 
supply is available before starting
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• One of the most 
important drugs to treat 
active TB disease

• Different suppliers (Epic 
Lupin, McKesson) of 
150mg and 300mg 
capsules

• Commonly used as a 
once-daily for four months 
options for LTBI
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Medication Shortages—Rifampin  
(as of 2/28/22)



Wisconsin Department of Health Services

• September 2020: FDA announced shortage due 
to nitrosamine impurities

• February 2022: Wisconsin Dispensary announced 
o Difficulty obtaining supply
o Pause in WI TB Dispensary filling of new LTBI 

orders for rifampin
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Medication Shortages—Rifampin  
(as of 2/28/22)
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Medication Shortages—Rifampin  
(as of 2/28/22)

• CDC Division of Tuberculosis Elimination (DTBE) 
maintains a national stockpile of rifampin.

o Released meds that were short-dated
o Encouraged states to request from stockpile to 

use short-dated supply
o Shipped over $800,000 in rifampin to state 

programs between Dec. ‘21 and Feb. 1, 2022.
• Feb. 2022, Wisconsin requested enough for one 

month’s need for active clients. 
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Medication Shortages—Rifabutin               
(as of 2/28/22)

• Currently there is no national shortage.
• Wisconsin TB Program will continue to monitor, 

as demand for rifabutin may increase as rifampin 
supply decreases.
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Medication Shortages—Summary and 
Recommendations

• Wisconsin TB Dispensary continues to prioritize 
rifampin for treatment of active TB disease.
o Pause for rifampin LTBI therapy continues
o Updates are given via GovD

• Wisconsin TB Dispensary continues to receive a 
limited supply of rifapentine for 3HP.
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Medication Shortages—Summary and 
Recommendations

• If you have a patient with LTBI who is a TB contact 
or is immune-compromised, consider an 
alternate regimen in order to start therapy as 
soon as possible. 

• For patients who don’t need to start LTBI therapy 
immediately and prefer a regimen affected by 
shortage, consider waiting until supplies stabilize.

• If you obtain Priftin® from a local pharmacy, 
assure that they can guarantee all 12 doses for 
your patient. 
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Nitrosamine Contamination Information

National TB 
Controllers 
Association (NTCA)

https://www.tbcont
rollers.org/resource
s/nitrosamines/
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OPERATION WELCOME ALLIES-
WISCONSIN

30



Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Operation Welcome Allies
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Department of Homeland Security and Department 
of Defense operation to evacuate and resettle 
Afghan allies who supported the U.S. mission over 
the past two decades

• The usual medical screening prior to arrival did not 
occur because of the urgency of the evacuation.

• Safe havens were tasked with performing medical 
screening and processing upon arrival.
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Operation Welcome Allies
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Fort McCoy hosted nearly 17,000 Afghan evacuees 
spanning August through February 15.
• Wisconsin TB Program provided technical assistance 

for managing active pulmonary TB and assisted with 
transfer of medical information when active cases 
resettled to other states.

• Wisconsin TB Dispensary provided medications for 
all active TB cases found.

• WSLH processed all sputum collected as part of the 
medical screening process.
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Operation Welcome Allies
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• Phase 2 begins in March.
• Afghan evacuees arrive 

from “Lily pads." 
• Medical screening will be 

completed overseas.
• Resettlement activities 

from Phase 1 are 
ongoing.
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Operation Welcome Allies
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• Wisconsin anticipated to 
resettle nearly 1,000 
refugees

• New resettlement 
agencies established in 
Green Bay and Wausau

• Non-traditional models 
also being used (likely to 
grow)
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Operation Welcome Allies
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Wisconsin Refugee Health 
Program remains very 
busy providing 
coordination of resources 
and education to 
resettlement partners.
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Operation Welcome Allies
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TB screening considerations for resettlement:

• TB screening protocols varied at the different safe 
havens, based on resources available.

• Not all arrivals received Interferon Gamma Release 
Assays (IGRAs).

• Safe Haven bases did not routinely treat for LTBI.
• LTBI screening and treatment will be a priority in 

community settings.
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Operation Welcome Allies
More information: 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/international/afghan-
health-resources.htm
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NEW WISCONSIN RESOURCES
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WTBP website 
refresh

39

https://www.dhs.wisconsi
n.gov/tb/index.htm

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tb/index.htm
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WI Refugee Health Program website
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/international/index.htm

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/international/index.htm
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Afghan Health 
Resources page
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https://www.dhs.wisconsi
n.gov/international/afghan
-health-resources.htm

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/international/afghan-health-resources.htm
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“TB Tuesdays” 
webinar series
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https://vimeo.com/showca
se/8771749
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TB 101

Evaluation for TB Disease and Case 
Management

TB Dispensary and Treatment
Assistance Programs

TB Tuesdays

The TB Laboratory

43



Wisconsin Department of Health Services

Home Isolation 
Agreement 
(P-02969)
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Hospital Discharge 
Checklist for 

Active/Suspect TB 
Disease

(P-02849)
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WI TB and Refugee Health Program Staff

Vacant Savitri Tsering

Pat Heger Philip WegnerClaire Leback

Tierney Hall
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TB Program Contact Information

Phone: 608-261-6319

Fax: 608-266-0049

Email: DHSWITBProgram@dhs.wisconsin.gov

Website:

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/tb/index.htm
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Questions?
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